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Document Information

Purpose

	
	This document contains the master analysis for the ADOPTION BENEFITS Rulebase. The aim of this document is to provide guidance to Rule Developers.


Audience

	
	The intended audience for this document are the stakeholders and the project team. CAS and TAC employee use and future COLDS


Documentation Set

	
	


Definitions, Acronyms, and Abbreviations

	
	AGI
Adjusted gross income
AM
Accounts Management 

DOB                      Date of Birth
DFC                       Deferred Compensation
EIC                       Earned Income Credit
FA
Field Assistance

ITLA
Interactive Tax Law Assistant
NR                        Nonresident Alien 

SERP
Service-wide Electronic Research Program
SSN
Social Security Number
TAC
Tax Assistance Center
US Citizen            United States Citizen



	
	


Scope of Analysis
Overview
	
	This rulebase is one of many rulebases to be developed by the ITLA team. This particular rulebase was developed to determine whether taxpayers can take a credit or income exclusion of "Adoption Benefits." 
These rules only address a credit and exclusion.
This rulebase will be used by AM/FA employees of IRS responding to tax law inquiries. It may be used over-the-phone or face-to-face (although the taxpayer would not see the screen).

The rulebase will be housed on SERP and accessed via the IRS intranet.


Candidate Source Material
	
	Candidate source material comprises: 
Form 8839 and instructions.  (There is no publication for this topic.)


	Form 8839 and instructions
	This document contains the main set of rules.



	List of ITLA questions.doc
	This document contains a listing of the questions currently asked by the TLC in ITLA. 
?mode=1 will give all questions, stop points and "go to response" 

this can be used on Response doc also. 


Guidance for Commentary/Content modeled
	Commentary to be added to screens for assistors' use
	Per Protocol Document dated 06-30-2008, Rule #21:  Note:  Full Ruleburst "commentary" functionality will be used in the next release as an enhancement.  Therefore, this section does not apply.


	Content  included in Rulebase model
	All of Form 8839 and instructions is referred to in the TLC.



Logical Structure

Key Elements

Primary Perspective

	
	The primary perspective used for the analysis will be "you" (meaning the taxpayer).  The rulebase will only be applied to type of income one at a time.


Entities
	
	N/A


Primary and Secondary Goals

	
	The following are the primary goals of the source material:

1. You are eligible to take the adoption credit 
2. If you receive benefits from you employer to assist in the adoption, then your benefits are excluded from taxation.


Analysis Conventions

Attribute and Variable Naming

General
	
	Attributes should be worded as simply as possible (not necessarily reflecting the wording of the source material).

Unless stated below, acronyms should not generally be used.

Preferred wording:

· Currency variables should be worded as "the amount of ____" (rather than "the _____ amount").
· The phrase "Married Filing Separately" is preferred (not MFS).

· The phrase "Married Filing Jointly" is preferred (not MFJ).

· The phrase "Qualifying Widow(er)" is preferred (not QW).

· The phrase "Federal Income Tax Withheld" is preferred

· The phrase "Federal Income Tax Withholding" is preferred

· The phrase "Estimated Tax Payment" is preferred

· The phrase "income tax return" is preferred (not "tax return" nor "return").

· The phrase "the tax year" is preferred.

· The phrase "Adjusted Gross Income" is preferred (not "AGI" )
· The acronym "U.S." is preferred.




Default Verb Tense and Person

	
	The rules will be written from the perspective of "you" the taxpayer.
Generally the rules should be written in past tense ("you received…." rather than "you receive…."). (Revisit)
Words to keep in mind:  Does vs. Did

                                   Meet vs. Met

All words used in conclusions must match exactly to words used in lower level attributes.
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